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Lesson- 1 

Maps and Globes 

 

New Words 

1. Scale- a model or a diagram that shows the relation between the actual 

size of something and its size on the map 

2. Map- a drawing of the shape of the earth or a part of its on a flat surface 

3. Symbol- a sign that shows a meaning  

4. Key- symbols and colours in a map 

 

Write short answer 

 

Q1. Name the seven continents on our earth. 

Ans. There are seven continents on our earth.They are –  

1. Africa 

2. North America 

3. Asia 

4. South America 

5. Antarctica 

6. Europe 

7. Australia 

 

Q2. Name the five oceans on our earth. 

Ans. There are five oceans on our earth. They are 

1. Pacific Ocean 

2. Atlantic Ocean 

3. Indian Ocean 

4. Antarctic Ocean or Southern Ocean 

5. Arctic Ocean 

 

Q3. What is a globe? 

Ans. A globe is a small model of the earth. It helps us by showing the shape, 

size and location of continents and oceans. 

 

Q4. What is a map? 

Ans. A map is a drawing of any place on a flat surface with a proper scale. 
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Q5. What is the scale of the map? 

Ans. The ratio between the distance on the ground and distance on the map is 

known as the scale of the map. 

 

Q6. How would you find out the major directions on a map? 

Ans. The top of the map is always the North. The bottom of the map is the 

South. Our right hand side is the East and our left hand side is the West. 

 

Q7. Give reason to explain how symbols are used on maps. 

Ans. There is not enough space on a map to show mountains, rivers, temples, 

churches, roads and railway tracks. Signs and symbols are used to give detailed 

information on a map.  

 

Q8. Define the term key. 

Ans. A key is given on a map to help us understand the colour scheme and 

symbols used. It shows the height of land or depth of water above or below the 

sea level. It also shows what the colours represent on the map. 

 

Q9. Why is it important to understand the language of maps? 

Ans. It is important to understand the language of maps because every map has 

a language. In order to understand the information given on a map we must 

know its language. 

 

Q10. Why are all maps drawn to scale? 

Ans. All maps are drawn to scale because all maps drawn are not as large as the 

area they depict. 

 

Answer the following questions. 

Q1. List the advantages of globe. 

Ans. Some advantages of globe are as follows: 

1. It represents the earth in a simple and accurate way. 

2. It shows the distribution of land and water on the surface of the earth. 

3. It shows the shape, size and location of the continents and the oceans. 

 

Q2. List the disadvantages of globe. 
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Ans. Some disadvantages of globe are as follows: 

1. It is difficult to make and carry large sized globe. 

2. Space is limited and details cannot be shown on a globe. 

3. It is not possible to make a globe for a part of the earth. 

4. Only one side of the earth can be seen at one time. 

 

Q3. Differentiate between a physical and a political map. 

Ans. Political Maps: These maps show political boundaries of countries, states, 

cities and other political divisions. 

Physical Maps: These maps show physical features like mountains, valleys, 

plains, plateaus, rivers and other water bodies. 

 

Q4. How is a map useful to us? 

Ans. A map is useful to us in the following ways: 

1. It gives us a lot of information about mountains, plains, plateaus, rivers 

etc. 

2. It shows population, distribution of rainfall, forests, wildlife, crops, 

minerals, industries etc. 

3. It is easy to carry. 

 

Q5. Name any six colours that are generally used on a map. 

Ans. The six colours that are generally used on a map are: 

1. Light blue is used to show shallow waters. 

2. Dark blue is used to show deep waters. 

3. Green is used to show plains or low lands. 

4. Brown is used to show lands higher than plains. 

5. Dark brown is used to show highlands (hills, mountains)  

6. Yellow is used to show deserts and scrublands 

 

Q6. Name four main directions and also their sub-directions. 

Ans. The four main directions are North, South, East and West. There are four 

sub-directions. They are: 

1. The North East(NE) between North and East. 

2. The North West (NW) between North and West. 

3. The South East( SE) between South and East. 

4. The South West (SW) between South and West. 

 

Q7. Why are maps less accurate than a globe? 
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Ans. The earth is spherical in shape and its surface is curved. A curved surface 

cannot be shown correctly on a flat surface. Therefore, maps are less accurat 

than a globe 

.                                                                                       

 

 Lesson 2 

 

Parallels and Meridians 

New Words 

1. Poles- end points at the top or bottom of the earth’s axis. 

2. Parallels or lines of latitude- the imaginary lines drawn parallels to the 

equator and run from east to west. 

3. Meridians or lines of longitude- the imaginary lines which run from 

North to South and meet at the poles. 

4. Grid- the network of parallels and meridians on the globe. 

5. Axis- imaginary line passing through two extreme points on a sphere. 

6. Equator- longest parallel; it divides the earth into two equal halves. 

Write short notes on the following- 

1. Globe- a globe is a small model of the earth. Many places and countries 

are marked on it. To find a place on the globe, we use a system of 

imaginary lines running from east to west and north to south. They are 

known as latitudes and longitudes respectively. 

2. Northern Hemisphere- the part of the earth from the equator to the North 

Pole is called the northern hemisphere. 

3. Southern Hemisphere- the part of the earth from the equator to the South 

Pole is called the southern hemisphere. Many countries of the world lie in 

this hemisphere. 

4. Prime Meridian- the meridian passing through Greenwich is called the 

Prime Meridian. It is the starting point for numbering the meridian. It is 

marked as 0°. The longitude of a place is measured east or west of the 
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Prime Meridian. It divides the earth into two halves-the eastern 

hemisphere and the western hemisphere. 

Answer the following questions- 

1. What is a grid? How does it help us to find the location of a place? 

Ans. The parallels and meridians form a network of lines on the globe. This 

is called a grid. The point at which latitude and a longitude meet helps us to 

locate a place. In order to find a position of a place, we must know the values 

of latitudes as well as longitudes. 

2. What is the difference between parallels and meridian? 

Ans. The difference between parallels and meridians are as follows- 

a. Parallels are lines of latitude that run from east to west. 

b. Parallels start from the equator. 

c. All parallels are complete circles except the north and the south poles 

which are points. 

d. The length of the parallels keeps decreasing as we move towards the 

poles. 

e. These are 181 in numbers including the equator. 

Meridian- 

a. Meridians are lines of longitude that runs from north to south 

b. Meridians start at Greenwich. 

c. All meridians are semicircles. 

d. All meridians are of the same length. 

e. These are 360 in numbers. 

 

3. Name some important parallels. 

Ans. The important parallels are as follows- 

a. Arctic Circle 

b. Tropic of cancer 

c. Equator 

d. Tropic of Capricorn 

e. Antarctic Circle 
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4. Write five facts about lines of longitude or meridian. 

Ans. The five facts about lines of longitude or meridian are as follows- 

a. They are imaginary lines running from north to south on the globe. 

b. All meridians are of the same length. 

c. Meridians help to measure distances in the east west directions. 

d. Meridians cut the parallels at right angles(90°). 

e. The maximum distance between any two meridians is at the equator. 

5. Write five facts about lines of latitude or parallels. 

Ans. The five facts about lines of latitude or parallels are as follows- 

a. They are imaginary lines running from east to west. 

b. All parallels are full circles except from the North Pole and the South 

Pole, these are points. 

c. The length of the parallels decreases as we move away from the equator 

and towards the poles. 

d. All parallels are located at an equal distance from each other. 

e. Parallels neither touch nor cross one another. 

 

6. What is the International Date Line? 

Ans. The meridians of 180°E and 180°W form the same line known as the 

International Date Line. 

 

 

                                                                                                   

  


